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Burbank Antenna Case Has Happy Ending 


In April of 1982, the Chicago suburb of 
Burbank, Illinois, approved an ordinance that 
more of less assumed control of all two-way 
personal communications. Ordinance No. 9-4-82: 


...suspended issuing amateur and CB 
radio antenna permits for a period of one year 
so that the city could inspect existing installa- 
tions to ensure conformity with "standards." 
Radio operators were ordered to submit "manu- 
facturer's instruction installation sheets" to 
the building department to assist with the in- 
spection. 


all two-way personal radio antennas 
had to be registered with the city and proof of 
insurance coverage with a $5,000 bond furn- 
ished. Antenna heights were limited to 35 feet 
in residential areas. 


..every CB and amateur radio antenna 
had to be inspected annually at a charge of 
$11.00.... any necessary reinspections carried a 
fee of $10.00. 


...interference by radio transmitter with 
any electronic device which "...annoys, dis- 
turbs, or endangers the comfort, repose, 
health, peace, safety or general well being of 
others within the limits of the city" was 


declared unlawful regardless of the circum- 


stances. It was this provision that particularly 
disturbed Burbank's fifty-nine amateur radio 
operators. 


law suit was brought against the City of Bur- 


A penalty of "not less than $25 nor 
more than $1,000 for each offense" was set 
and each day the violation exists "shall be 
deemed a separate violation." Attorney Jim 


O'Connell, W9WU, from neighboring LaGrange, 


Illinois, said it was the 


most outrageous 


antenna ordinance he had ever heard of! 


Jim brought the ordinance to the atten- 


and much, much more!| AR 
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tion of the League and funding a federal law- | 


suit against the City of Burbank was discussed 
at the ARRL Executive Committee meetins 
held the following month in Kansas City. 


On September 10, 1982, a class action 


bank in U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. Eight amateur radio opera- 
tors were named as plaintiffs although the liti- 
gation also named "all others similarly situ- 
ated" in the City of Burbank. 


The suit charged that the city violated 
their First Amendment rights and right of due 
process and equal protection under the Four- 
teenth Amendment. The plaintiffs asked that 
an injunction be placed against enforcement of 
the provisions of the ordinance. 


(and two and a half years) the persona! radio 
community and the City of Burbank reached a 
tentative settlement and agreed to resolve the 
case by the entry of a Consent Decree. 
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-’ The Consent Decree provided for.... 


(1.) - The City would repeal the offending 
ordinances and enact a replacement placing 
reasonable requirements for the issuance of 
building permits for the installation and con- 
struction of antenna support structures by 
federally licensed amateur and CB radio ope- 
rators within 30 days. The proposed ordi- 


nance would set a maximum antenna height 
of 65 feet. 


(2.) - The proposed ordinance sets simple 
requirements for the application and issuance 
of a building permit for amateur and CB 
radio antenna support structures and requires 
that such permits be issued or denied with 
written reasons within.10 days of application 
to the Building Department. 


Permit fee will not exceed $15 for 
ground mounted or $10 for roof mounted 
antenna structures. Applicant must also sub- 
mit a copy of homeowner's or renter's insur- 
ance. 


(3.) - The ordinance also provides that pres- 
ent owners of such structures are not affect- 
ed by the provisions of the ordinance but 
must submit manufacturer's installation draw- 
ings and a site plan within 90 days to the 
city. 


(4.) - The proposed ordinance sets reasonable 
construction and electrical grounding stan- 
dards for roof and ground mounted antenna 
support structures. 


CONSENT DECREE AGREED TQ, SIGNED... 


A hearing was held at the Dirksen 


Federal Building in Chicago on November 30, 
1984, before the Honorable Nicholas J. Bua, 
Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. 
oy 

Jim O'Connell, W9WU, represented 
the plaintiffs at the hearing. The Consent 
Decree was agreed to and signed by O'Con- 
nell, Michael G. Cainkar (attorney for the 
City of Burbank) and Judge Nicholas J. Bua, 
U.S. District Judge. A happy ending, indeed, 
for one of the strangest antenna ordinances 
ever enacted in the U.S. 


ANADA WEIGHS SUBBAND_DER TION 


According to R. W. Jones, Director of 
the Canadian Spectrum Management Opera- 
tions Branch of the Department _of Communi- 


cations (similar to our FCC,) a proposal is 


being prepared "to allow Canadian amateurs 
free access to the entire bands for which 
they are authorized." In other words, hams 
north of the border will be able to operate 


using any emission mode on any amateur spec- 
trum that they are entitled to operate on. 


The rulemaking is being drafted in re- 
sponse to the many requests from Canadian 


amateur radio operators wishing to counter 
recent U.S. hf phone band expansions and is in 


line with a resolution passed by CARF (the 
Canadian Amateur Radio Federation) at their 
October 1983 national 
Halifax. 


Jones wrote, "We realize that complete 
sub-band deregulation may be a very contro- 
versal issue among the amateur community. 
Nevertheless, we believe that the proposal is 
worth serious consideration because of the 
high level of maturity that has been demon- 
strated over many years by the amateurs and 
by their organizations at the local, regional, 
and national levels. Evidence of this maturity 
can be seen in the self-imposed band plans 
now in use in allocations above 30-MHz, the 
work of TVI commttees, etc." 


The letter was sent to Harry MacLean, 


VE3GRO, Canadian Radio Relay League sec- 


retary, in response to a CRRL request for an 
80-meter subband revision. The DOC said that 


consideration of such a change is unnecessary 


in view of the upcoming subband deregulation 
proposal. The DOC said that the rulemaking 
will be issued "sometime next summer." 
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TWO METER AUDIO SPACE REPEATER.... 


I received a phone call last week 
from Roy Neal, K6DUE, of NBC News advis- 


_ing me that the two-meter to ten-meter re- 
'peater that will be carried into space with 


Tony England, WHORE, next year will be for 
retransmitting two meter audio and not video 
back to earth. 


December 15, 1934 


symposium held in. 


AMATEFIIR RADIO OPERATOR 
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EXAMINATION QUESTIONS A booklet containing _ 


Amateurs can call the shuttle on two 
and listen to their own voice coming back to 
them on ten meters if the space craft picks 
up an amateur's signal. Amateurs whose 
transmissions are heard will qualify for a 


QSL card... sort of a do-it-yourself space 
contact! 


Roy also told me that the video being 
transmitted from the shuttle can be stored 
on tape for later replay. 


GOLDWATER WRITES FCC_ON 220-MHZz 


On November 17th, 


Chairman Mark S. Fowler 
"keep his hands off 220." 


asking him to 


Goldwater said that "More and more, 
I am getting word that the FCC might be 
considering a rulemaking aimed at reducing 
the 220-MHz allocation used by amateurs on 
a shared basis with the government." 


doing this." Goldwater added "There is an 
increasing demand for more services to the 
public which use the radiowaves, and most 
importantly, some new technologies being 
developed through experimentation permit 
more signals to coxist within the present 
bands. I think we especially need to encour- 
age these." 


radio once again in our efforts. The 220 MHz 
band is where we amateurs can do a lot of 
experimentation with these new technologies 
that will benefit all spectrum users. Remov- 
ing these frequencies from amateur use is 
unnecessary and would be shortsighted." 


"So I ask you to keep hands off 220. 
It's needed for continued amateur experimen- 
tation, like the hams always have done." 
Goldwater is Chairman of the powerful Sen- 
ate Commerce Subcommittee on Communica- 
tions and carries a lot of weight in telecom- 
munications circles. 


In related news, the recent petition 
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Senator Barry 
Goldwater, K7UGA, shot off a letter to FCC 


He said that this would not "set well" 4 


and that the "Commission would be wrong in ]! (Docket #1006) 


' Cable TV systems are not generally consider- 


"But let's not knock down amateur 
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‘filed by the Personal Radio Steering Group 
(headed up by WB8UPM, Corwin D. Moore 
Jr.) proposing a "Master Plan" to convert 
' wide bandwidth land mobile service stations 
,to more spectrum efficient emissions, has 
| been accepted by the FCC and assigned a 
Rulemaking file number... RM-4871. 


. It is being taken very seriously by the 
Commission and is causing quite a contro- 
versy within the land mobile community. It 
could impact every facit of the telecommuni- 
cations industry. Comments on the petition 
are due by December 23. The petition says 
(among other things) that if bus'ness band 
users converted to more efficient emissions 
such as ACSB, pressure would be taken off 
of the FCC to reallocate portions of the 
220-MHz HMz ham band to other services. 
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ES TO IMPACT AMATEURS 


ABLE-TV 


The November 16th Federal Register 
contains the full text of the fina! "Signal 
Monitoring Rules" that are being imposed on 
the cable industry effective December | 7th. 


The Order while acknowledg: ig that 


ed to be sources of interference to over-the- 
air services because their signals are en 
closed within a closed cable, "interference 
can occur if signal leakage of sufficient 
magnitude occurs due to poor construction 
of, or damage to, a system's coaxial cables." 
There are over 4,100 cable systems in opera- 
tion in the U.S. today with many more being 
established. 


Originally cable systems used only 
VHF television frequencies (i.e. 54-72 MHz, 
76-88 MHz, and 174-216 MHz.) When cabie 
operators forsaw the need for additional 
channel capacity, they were authorized so- 
called "midband" (108-174 MHz) and "super- 
band" (216-400 MHz) frequencies. This spec- 
trum includes the aeronautical, marine and 
emergency radio services... as well as the 
amateur 2-meter and 220-225 MHz bands. 


While the Commission denied petitions 
that would have precluded cable operators 
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'’ The Consent Decree provided for.... 


(1.) - The City would repeal the offending 
ordinances and enact a replacement placing 
reasonable requirements for the issuance of 
building permits for the installation and con- 
struction of antenna support structures by 
federally licensed amateur and CB radio ope- 
rators within 30 days. The proposed ordi- 


nance would set a maximum antenna _ height 


of 65 feet. 


(2.) - The proposed ordinance sets simple 
requirements for the application and issuance 
of a building permit for amateur and CB 
radio antenna support structures and requires 
that such permits be issued or denied with 
written reasons within.10 days of application 
to the Building Department. 


Permit fee will not exceed $15 for 
ground mounted or $10 for roof mounted 
antenna structures. Applicant must also sub- 
mit a copy of homeowner's or renter's insur- 
ance. 


(3.) - The ordinance also provides that pres- 
ent owners of such structures are not affect- 
ed by the provisions of the ordinance but 
must submit manufacturer's installation draw- 
ings and a site plan within 90 days to the 
city. 


(4.) - The proposed ordinance sets reasonable 
construction and electrical grounding stan- 
dards for roof and ground mounted antenna 
support structures. 


NT_D E_ AGREED TO, SIGNED... 


A hearing was held at the Dirksen 


Federal Building in Chicago on November 30, 
1984, before the Honorable Nicholas J. Bua, 
Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. 
Ss 

Jim O'Connell, W9WU, represented 
the plaintiffs at the hearing. The Consent 
Decree was agreed to and signed by O'Con- 
nell, Michael G. Cainkar (attorney for the 
City of Burbank) and Judge Nicholas J. Bua, 
U.S. District Judge. A happy ending, indeed, 
for one of the strangest antenna ordinances 
ever enacted in the U.S. 


ANADA_ WEIGHS SUBBAND DEREGULATION 


According to R. W. Jones, Director of 
the Canadian Spectrum Management Opera- 
tions Branch of the Department of Communi- 
cations (similar to our FCC,) a proposal is 
being prepared "to allow Canadian amateurs 
free access to the entire bands for which 
they are authorized." In other words, hams 
north of the border will be able to operate 


using any emission mode on any amateur _spec- 


trum that they are entitled to operate on. 


The rulemaking is being drafted in re- 
sponse to the many requests from Canadian 


amateur radio operators wishing to counter 
recent U.S. hf phone band expansions and is in 


line with a resolution passed by CARF (the 
Canadian Amateur Radio Federation) at their 
October 1983 national symposium held in 
Halifax. 


Jones wrote, "We realize that complete 
sub-band deregulation may be a very contro- 
versal issue among the amateur community. 
Nevertheless, we believe that the proposal is 
worth serious consideration because of the 
high level of maturity that has been demon- 
strated over many years by the amateurs and 
by their organizations at the local, regional, 
and national levels. Evidence of this maturity 
can be seen in the self-imposed band plans 
now in use in allocations above 30-MHz, the 
work of TVI commttees, etc." 


The letter was sent to Harry MacLean, 


VE3GRO, Canadian Radio Relay League sec- 


retary, in response to a CRRL request for an 
80-meter subband revision. The DOC said that 
consideration of such a change is unnecessary 
in view of the upcoming subband deregulation 
proposal. The DOC said that the rulemaking 
will be issued "sometime next summer." 
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TWO METER AUDIO SPACE REPEATER.... 


I received a phone call last week 
from Roy Neal, K6DUE, of NBC News advis- 
ing me that the two-meter to ten-meter re- 

'peater that will be carried into space with 
Tony England, WHORE, next year will be for 
retransmitting two meter audio and not video 
back to earth. 


December 15, 1984 


8. 


the FCC Amateur Radio Operator Study Guide and all 1600 actual test ques- 
$2.50 


THE W5YI REPORT; 1020 Byron Lane; Arlington, TX - 76012 


QUESTIONS A booklet containin 
Note our new phone number.... (817) 461-6443 


tions for all ham classes (Novice through Extra Class) now available for 


(postpaid) from: 
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has kicked off their 1985 season by releasing 
their annual package to convention advertis- 
ers. Over 210 exhibitors showed their wares 
last year. 


The 1985 HamVention will be held as 
usual at Dayton's Hara Arena and the down- 
town Exhibition Center. It is the largest and 
best managed of all hamfests by far. Some 
25,000 hams from all over the world are ex- 
pected. 


Noted humorist, Jean P. Shepherd, 
K2ORS, will be making his third appearance 


as banquet speaker on Saturday night, April 
27th. The banquet format will be all new for 
193) 


The DARA has requested nominations 
for Radio Amateur of the Year, Special 
Achievement Award and Technical Excel- 
lence Awards. Nomination forms are available 


from: Award Chairman, Box #44, Dayton, 


Ohio 45401. Nominations close on April 1, 
19:35; 


For special motel rates and reserva- 
tions, write: HamVention Housing, Box #1288, 
Dayton, Ohio 45402. The giant Flea Market 
spaces will be sold in advance ONLY. Sale 
will begin at $17.00 per space on January 2, 
1985. No spaces sold at the gate. A special 
Flea Market telephone line has been set up: 
(513) 223-0923. 


Amateur Radio operator examinations 


will be administered - headed up by Judy 


Frye, KG8P. There is room for a few more 
forums. Contact: John Camp, WB8UGD, (PO 
Box #35, Enon, OH 45323) if you have a pro- 
gram you'd like to present. A free slide and 
cassette show is available for your meetings. 
Request "Slide Appliation" from the DARA, 
Box #44, Dayton, Ohio 45401. 
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AT&T TO OFFER NEW_"800" SERVICES... 


AT&T has requested permission from 
the FCC to offer the first "cost effective 
way for American business to operate over- 
seas"... an international toll-free "800" tele- 
phone service. The proposed AT&T service 
will carry a $96 per hour usage line charge 


with a minimum of two lines required. 


Meanwhile, it's rumored that the 
fledgling free-lance telemarketing industry is 
about to get competition. Reportedly AT&T 
will begin offering inbound inquiry and order 
handling and outbound selling over the phone 
via their own "800" numbers. Independent 
telemarketers are concerned that AT&T 
might use its control of "800" numbers to 
stifle competition. AT&T is a near monopoly 
supplier of "800" toll-free numbers. 
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RADAR INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION FORMED 


A new trade group called R.A.D.A.R. 
(Radio Association Defending Airwave 


Rights) has been formed to combat legisla- 


tive moves to ban the sale or use of radar 
detectors. Since 1962, at least 40 states 
have tried to make radar detector devices 
illegal. 


At present only Virginia and Washing- 


| ton, D.C. ban the sale of the product. Radar 


detector sale in the state of Connecticut is 
legal, but their use is not. 


R.A.D.A.R. contends that radar de- 
tector prohibitions are illegal because they 
violate the Communications Act and 2 citi- 
zen's First Amendment rights. 


The federal Communications Act 
places radio-receiver regulation with Con- 


‘gress and preempts state legislatures from 
| regulating radar detectors. The First Amend- 


ment protects the right to hear as well as 
the right to speak. 


R.A.D.A.R. said that up to one in 
every three speeding tickets resulting from 
the use of police radar are thought to be 
issued in error due to inaccurate readings 
and inadequate operator training. 


According to R.A.D.A.R, a five year 
study of police radar (supposedly commis- 
sioned by the National Highway Traffic and 
Safety Administration with a followup study 
by the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police) confirm radars fallibility. 
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'filed by the Personal Radio Steering Group 
(headed up by WB8UPM, Corwin D. Moore, 
Jr.) proposing a "Master Plan" to convert 
| wide bandwidth land mobile service stations 
_to more spectrum efficient emissions, has 
been accepted by the FCC and assigned a 
Rulemaking file number... RM-4871. 


Amateurs can call the shuttle on two 
and listen to their own voice coming back to 
them on ten meters if the space craft picks 
up an amateur's signal. Amateurs whose 
transmissions are heard will qualify for a 


QSL card... sort of a do-it-yourself space 
contact! 


It is being taken very seriously by the 
Commission and is causing quite a contro- 
versy within the land mobile community. It 
could impact every facit of the telecommuni- 


cations industry. Comments on the petition 


are due by December 23. The petition says 
(among other things) that if business band 


users converted to more efficient emissions 
such as ACSB, pressure would be taken off 
of the FCC to reallocate portions of the 
220-MHz HMz ham band to other services. 
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ABLE-T ES TO IMPACT AMATEURS 


Roy also told me that the video being 
transmitted from the shuttle can be stored 
on tape for later replay. 
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DWATER WRITES F N -MHz 


On November 17th, Senator Barry 
Goldwater, K7UGA, shot off a letter to FCC 
Chairman Mark S. Fowler asking him to 


"keep his hands off 220." 


Goldwater said that "More and more, 
I am getting word that the FCC might be 
considering a rulemaking aimed at reducing 
the 220-MHz allocation used by amateurs on 
a shared basis with the government." 


The November 16th Federal Register 
contains the full text of the final "Signal 
Monitoring Rules" that are being imposed on 

He said that this would not "set well" 4) the cable industry effective December | 7th. 
and that the "Commission would be wrong in ]! (Docket #1006) 
doing this." Goldwater added "There is an 
increasing demand for more services to the 
public which use the radiowaves, and most 
importantly, some new technologies being 
developed through experimentation permit 
more signals to coxist within the present 
bands. I think we especially need to encour- 
age these." 


The Order while acknowledg: ig that 
' Cable TV systems are not generally consider- 
ed to be sources of interference to over-the- 
air services because their signals are en 
closed within a closed cable, "interference 
can occur if signal leakage of sufficient 
magnitude occurs due to poor construction 
of, or damage to, a system's coaxial cables." 
There are over 4,100 cable systems in opera- 
tion in the U.S. today with many more being 
established. 


"But let's not knock down amateur 
radio once again in our efforts. The 220 MHz 
band is where we amateurs can do a lot of 
experimentation with these new technologies 
that will benefit all spectrum users. Remov- 
ing these frequencies from amateur use is 
unnecessary and would be shortsighted." 


Originally cable systems used only 
VHF television frequencies (i.e. 54-72 MHz, 
76-88 MHz, and 174-216 MHz.) When cable 
operators forsaw the need for additional 
channel capacity, they were authorized so- 
called "midband" (108-174 MHz) and "super- 
band" (216-400 MHz) frequencies. This spec- 
trum includes the aeronautical, marine and 
emergency radio services... as well as the 
amateur 2-meter and 220-225 MHz bands. 


"So I ask you to keep hands off 220. 
It's needed for continued amateur experimen- 
tation, like the hams always have done." 
Goldwater is Chairman of the powerful Sen- 
ate Commerce Subcommittee on Communica- 
tions and carries a lot of weight in telecom- 
munications circles. 


While the Commission denied petitions 
that would have precluded cable operators 


In related news, the recent petition 


utilizing spectrum allocated to the Amateur 
Radio Service (RM-4040), the Order that 
becomes effective December 17th indirectly 
impacts Amateur Radio. The frequency bands 
at issue in Docket #21006 are aeronautical 
use bands at 106-136 MHz and 225-400 MHz 
as well as the aeronautical and marine emer- 
gency frequencies’ 121.5 MHz, 156.8 MHz, 
and 243 MHz. This spectrum is very close to | 
the 2-meter and 220-MHz ham bands. 


Basically the Order provides that: 


(1.) - Cable systems may operate in aero- | 
nautical radio bands but must be offset from 
aeronautical channel center frequencies by 
12.5 kHz. 

(2.) - Cable systems must show compliance 
with basic signal leakage criteria. 

(3.) - Cable operators using frequency bands 
108-136 MHz or 225-400 MHz will have to 
provide for regular monitoring for signal 
leakage covering all portions of the cable 
system at least once every three months. The 
rules do not stipulate that only aeronautical 
spectrum must be monitored. Logs must be 
kept to show signal leakage sources and the 
dates they were corrected. Documentation of 
quarterly monitoring results must be main- 
tained by the cable operator for FCC review 
upon request. 

(4.) - Existing cable systems are "grandfa-: 
thered" (will be allowed to operate under the 
old rules) for five years. 


The monitoring requirements imposed 
on cable operators by the FCC to protect 
aeronautical and marine frequencies will 
have a very positive effect on 2-meter and 
220-MHz cable leakage since cable operators 
are required to take a more active role in 
cable TV radiation monitoring. 
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NO-CODE IN CANADA? - We have 
heard recent rumors about the possibility of 
an entry level no-code "Communicator's | 
License" in Canada. It is one alternative be- 
ing examined by the Canadian DOC (Depart- 
ment of Communications.) The license will be 
for those individuals who want to become 
radio amateurs but lack necessary téchnical 
and Morse Code knowledge. 
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NEW AMATEUR RADIO LICENSES ISSUED.... 
A comparison of new Amateur Radio 
Licenses issued during the past six months 
versus the same period last year shows a 
The following is a chart 
researched by Jim Rafferty, N6RJ, from data 
supplied by "The Callbook" and the FCC. 


I have never had mv. station or 


3000 


1983 New Licenses 
Amateur Radio Service 
2000 


1500 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish ta he a Volunteer Examiner. 


1000 


1984 New Licenses 
500 Amateur Radio Service 


—G2 
June July August Sept. Oct. Nov. 
(Top graph line is for 1983, bottom for 1984.) 
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EX-ARRL STAFFER FILES PETITION.... 


Employees of the League are not per- 
mitted to file petitions for rulemaking on 
their own since the ARRL staff has an obli- 
gation to support the collective views of its 
membership. As of December Ist, however, 
Peter O'Dell, KBIN, South Windsor, CT., (ex- 
ARRL Public Information Officer) is no 
longer affiliated with the ARRL. One of his 
first activities after leaving the ARRL staff 
was to file a (very professionally written) 


Petition for Rule Making. 


O'Dell seeks an amendment to Part 97 


ing of repeater stations in the frequencies 
above 29.5 MHz." Pete feels that "the FCC 
may have inadvertently and unofficially set 
up the existing local coordinators as de facto 
licensing agents of the ‘Commission and that 
the lack of consistency in coordination policy 
and procedures creates the potential for un- 
equal treatment from one case to the next." 


On April 27, 1984, the Chief of the 
Private Radio Bureau repeated the FCC po- 
sition regarding frequency coordination for 
amateur repeater stations... i.e. that regional 
and national frequency planning and coordi- 
nation by amateur radio operators themselves 
results in the best spectrum utilization. Fur- 
thermore, the Commission said that individ- 
uals that deviate from accepted band plans 
and frequency coordination could be issued 
violation notices for not observing good ama- 
teur practice as required by Part 97.78. 


O'Dell said that the failure of any 
national organization to come forward to 
organize and oversee local coordinators 
creates a situation that may deny due 
process to someone at odds with a local co- 
odinator. 


The petitioner suggested that the 
Commission, "taking whatever steps it deems 
appropriate, appoint one national organiza- 
tion to develop a consistent, fair, program of 
spectrum management for Amateur repeater 
stations operating above 29.5 MHz." 


"Such a plan should address areas of 
repeater coverage, competition for limited 
channels in congested areas, the settlement 
of conflicts in overlapping areas of jurisdic- 
tion, uniform national band plans, and appeal 
procedures." 


"The national 'super 
would periodically turn over to the Commis- 
sion a list of coordinated repeater stations. 
The Commission would then issue these sta- 
tions licenses. Repeater operation without 
the special license would be prohibited." 


O'Dell asked the Commission to "ex- 
[amine the shortcomings of the | current 
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"to permit Amateur Radio operators to offic- . 
ially function in the coordinating and licens- . 


coordinator' - 
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repeater coordination efforts and... then 
establish a consistent overall policy on 
repeaters and spectrum management that 


utilizes the resources that volunteers offer." 
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is presently posted on the League bulletin 
board. It was sent to me anonymously. I 
assume someone wanted me to know what the 
salaries were that are paid at ARRL Head- 
quarters... (probably in view of the fact that 
ex-staffer Pete O'Dell, KBIN, had told me 
previously that his total household income 
was within a hundred dollars of qualifying 
for public assistance.) 


Job Salary Job Salary 
Grade Range Grade Range 


$12,500-$ 13,500 
$11,500-$12,500 
$10,500-$11,500 
$9,500-$ 10,500 
$ 8,900-$9,500 

§ 8,300-$ 8,900 
$7,700-S 8,300 
$7,100-S7,700 


30 $27,000-$29,000 20 
29 $25,000-$27,000 19 
28 $23,000-$25,000 18 
27 $21,000-$23,000 17 
26 $20,500-$21,500 16 
25 $19,000-$20,500 15 
24 $17,500-$19,000 14 
23 $16,000-$17,500 13 
22 $14,500-$16,000 12 $6,500-$7,100 
21 $13,500-$14,500 11 $6,000-$6,500 


VEC PETITION FILED WITH THE FCC.... 


The Sunnyvale Amateur Radio Club, a 
VEC (Volunteer Examiner Coordinator) in the 
6th call district has filed a petition for 
Rulemaking with the FCC. They seek 
changes in the handling of the Amateur 
Radio Operator examination question bank. 
The petition was filed by Gordon Girton, 
W6NLG. He asks... 


(1.) - ...that the Part 97 Rules provide for 
amateurs who have passed a specific element 
to be allowed to submit questions for that 
element. (Actually anyone can submit ques- 
tions for any element, but it is not mandated 
in Part 97.) 


(2.) - ...that all PR Bulletins listing the var- 
ious question banks have the same cut-off 
date for submitting questions for tests. There 


d 


Page #4 


December 15, 1984 | 


Page #7 


WSYI REPORT ccc. WSYI REPORT cece 


utilizing spectrum allocated to the Amateur 
Radio Service (RM-4040), the Order that 
becomes effective December 17th indirectly 
impacts Amateur Radio. The frequency bands 
at issue in Docket #21006 are aeronautical 
use bands at 106-136 MHz and 225-400 MHz 
as well as the aeronautical and marine emer- 
gency frequencies’ 121.5 MHz, 156.8 MHz, 


and 243 MHz. This spectrum is very close to — 


the 2-meter and 220-MHz ham bands. 


Basically the Order provides that: 


(1.) - Cable systems may operate in aero- 
nautical radio bands but must be offset from 
aeronautical channel center frequencies by 
12.5 kHz. 

(2.) - Cable systems must show compliance 
with basic signal leakage criteria. 

(3.) - Cable operators using frequency bands 
108-136 MHz or 225-400 MHz will have to 
provide for regular monitoring for signal 
leakage covering all portions of the cable 
system at least once every three months. The 
rules do not stipulate that only aeronautical 
spectrum must be monitored. Logs must be 
kept to show signal leakage sources and the 
dates they were corrected. Documentation of 
quarterly monitoring results must be main- 
tained by the cable operator for FCC review 
upon request. 

(4.) - Existing cable systems are "grandfa-: 
thered" (will be allowed to operate under the 
old rules) for five years. 


The monitoring requirements imposed 
on cable operators by the FCC to protect 
aeronautical and marine frequencies will 
have a very positive effect on 2-meter and 
220-MHz cable leakage since cable operators 
are required to take a more active role in 
cable TV radiation monitoring. 


oapoaDpe 


NO-CODE IN CANADA? - We have 
heard recent rumors about the possibility of 


an entry level no-code "Communicator's | 
License" in Canada. It is one alternative be- 


ing examined by the Canadian DOC (Depart- 
ment of Communications.) The license will be 
for those individuals who want to become 
radio amateurs but lack necessary technical 


NEW AMATEUR RADIO LICENSES ISSUED.... 


A comparison of new Amateur Radio 
Licenses issued during the past six months 
versus the same period last year shows a 


substantial decline. The following is a chart 


researched by Jim Rafferty, N6RJ, from data 
supplied by "The Callbook" and the FCC. 


3000 
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1984 New Licenses 
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Bye. 
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(Top graph line is for 1983, bottom for 1984.) 
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EX-ARRL STAFFER FILES PETITION.... 


a eeeEEEEe—————————————————S SS 


Employees of the League are not per- 
mitted to file petitions for rulemaking on 
their own since the ARRL staff has an obli- 
gation to support the collective views of its 
membership. As of December Ist, however, 


Peter O'Dell, KBIN, South Windsor, CT., (ex- 


ARRL Public Information Officer) is no 
longer affiliated with the ARRL. One of his 
first activities after leaving the ARRL staff 
was to file a (very professionally written) 


Petition for Rule Making. 


O'Dell seeks an amendment to Part 97 


I do not own a significant 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engage 
in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipmnt or 


license preparation materials. 


I have never had my. Station or 


My age is at least 18 years old." 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 
operator license revoked or suspended, 


this statement, and a SASE 


If so, please send a 
#10101, Dallas, Texas 75207 


-Class license, 


W5YI - VEC, PO Box 


opposed to the present requirement for "all" 
medium and high-frequency amateur bands. 


(5.) - It was voted to support the Commission 
proposal for a power limit of 1500 watts out- 
put in the 24-MHz band and reaffirm support 
for the suband alloations proposed by the 
League and the FCC. 


(6.) - A clarification of the waiver process 
for amateurs operating in the 420-430 MHz 
segment north of "line A" near the Canadian 
border will be requested from the FCC. This 
segment is not available to certain amateurs 
due to a reallocation of spectrum in Canada. 


(7.) - A petition will be filed requesting FCC 
authorization of Amateur-Satellite Service 
operation in the bands above 438 MHz. that 
were newly allocated at WARC-79. 


(8.) - The ARRL General Counsel, Chris 


Imlay, (N3AKD) reported on status of PRB-1, 


the League's request for an FCC declaration 
of limited preemption over state and local 
zoning regulations affecting Amateur Radio 
antennas. Approximately 500 comments have 
been filed to date, mostly in support of the 
ARRL request. 


(9.) - A petition for rule making was filed 
November 9th seeking a change in the wait- 
ing period before a failed Amateur Radio 
Operator examination could be retaken from 
30 to 27 days. 


(10.) - The General Manager and Counsel will 
pursue the issuance by FCC of a Public 
Notice advising manufacturers of their obli- 
gation pursuant to the Communications 
Amendments Act of 1982 to incorporate sat- 
isfactory RF filtering and shielding features 
in video cassette recorders and other home 
entertainment equipment. This effort will be 
coordinated by the RFI Task Group. 


(11.) - A petition for rule making was filed 
November 14th seeking authorization for 
amateurs to conduct digital communications 
above 30 MHz under automatic control. 


(12.) - It was agreed that a petition be filed 
seeking authorization for F2 emission only in 


December 15, 1984 


the extent of the present repeater subband. 


(13.) - General Counsel Imlay reported on the 
Burbank, Illinois, antenna case. (Covered on 
Page 1) 


(14.) - A supplementary authorization of $300 
for the VHF-UHF Advisory Committee for 
1984 was appropriated. 


(15.) - Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, League General! 
Manager, reported on the recruitment of new 
amateur licensees and League members. He 
was authorized to proceed with implementa- 
tion of a plan to provide incentives for affil- 
iated clubs to promote League membership 
during 1985. 


(16.) - Sumner was further authorized to de- 
velop a presentation for representatives of 
the Amateur Radio industry in conjumction 
with an ARRL convention early in 198 to 
acquaint industry with the Volunteer Exami- 
ner program and with the need for their sup- 
port of efforts to recruit new amateur licen- 
sees. 


(17.) - A proposal for modification of the 
notice now required to be included in QST 
advertising of simplex autopatches was de- 
ferred to another time. 


The next meeting of the Executive 
Committee was tentatively set for the Wash- 
ington, D.C. vicinity on Saturday, March 23, 
198. : 


TVRO BILL_ COULD IMPACT HAM_RADIO.... 


Senator Barry Goldwater, K/7UGA, 
will introduce legislation during the next ses- 
sion of Congress calling on the FCC to 
establish guidelines against “arbitrary and 
unduly restrictive state and local regulation 
of home earth stations." 


Chris Imlay, N3AKD, (via a copy of a 
letter to another amateur, Washington attor- 
ney Jim Weitzman, K3JW) advises that his 
office has been working with Dave Siddall, 
K3ZJ, and Terry Emerson (counsel and legis- 
lative assistant to Goldwater) to get amateur 
radio included in the Senate Resolution deal- 


and Morse Code knowledge. 


e 
° 


the band segment 29.5-29.7 MHz, this being ing with satellite earth stations. (TVROs) 


Examination program operates and how to go about giving tests. 


You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 


under The W5YI Report program. 


copy of your Extra 


to 
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"to permit Amateur Radio operators to offic- . 
ially function in the coordinating and licens- | 


ing of repeater stations in the frequencies 
above 29.5 MHz." Pete feels that "the FCC 
may have inadvertently and unofficially set 
up the existing local coordinators as de facto 
licensing agents of the ‘Commission and that 
the lack of consistency in coordination policy 
and procedures creates the potential for un- 
equal treatment from one case to the next." 


On April 27, 1984, the Chief of the 
Private Radio Bureau repeated the FCC po- 
sition regarding frequency coordination for 
amateur repeater stations... i.e. that regional 
and national frequency planning and coordi- 
nation by amateur radio operators themselves 
results in the best spectrum utilization. Fur- 
thermore, the Commission said that individ- 
uals that deviate from accepted band plans 
and frequency coordination could be issued 
violation notices for not observing good ama- 
teur practice as required by Part 97.78. 


O'Dell said that the failure of any 
national organization to come forward to 
organize and oversee local coordinators 
creates a situation that may deny due 
process to someone at odds with a local co- 
odinator. 


The petitioner suggested that the 
Commission, "taking whatever steps it deems 
appropriate, appoint one national organiza- 
tion to develop a consistent, fair, program of 
spectrum management for Amateur repeater 
stations operating above 29.5 MHz." 


"Such a plan should address areas of 
repeater coverage, competition for limited 
channels in congested areas, the settlement 
of conflicts in overlapping areas of jurisdic- 
tion, uniform national band plans, and appeal 
procedures." 


"The national ‘super 
would periodically turn over to the Commis- 
sion a list of coordinated repeater stations. 
The Commission would then issue these sta- 
tions licenses. Repeater operation without 
the special license would be prohibited." 


O'Dell asked the Commission to "ex- 
|amine the shortcomings of the | current 


coordinator’ - 


repeater coordination efforts and... then 
establish a consistent overall policy on 
repeaters and spectrum management that 


utilizes the resources that volunteers offer." 
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PAY SCALES AT LEAGUE HEADQUARTERS 


The following ARRL Staff Pay Scale 


is presently posted on the League bulletin 
board. It was sent to me anonymously. I 
assume someone wanted me to know what the 
salaries were that are paid at ARRL Head- 
quarters... (probably in view of the fact that 
ex-staffer Pete O'Dell, KBIN, had told me 
previously that his total household income 
was within a hundred dollars of qualifying 
for public assistance.) 


Job Salary Job Salary 
Grade Range Grade Range 


$12,500-$ 13,500 
$11,500-$12,500 
$10,500-$11,500 
$9,500-S 10,500 
$ 8,900-$9,500 

$ 8,300-S 8,900 
$7,700-S 8,300 
$7,100-$7,700 


30 $27,000-$29,000 20 
29 $25,000-$27,000 19 
28 $23,000-$25,000 18 
27 $21,000-$23,000 17 
26 $20,500-$21,500 16 
25 $19,000-$20,500 15 
24 $17,500-$19,000 14 
23 $16,000-$17,500 13 
22 $14,500-$16,000 12 $6,500-$7,100 
21 $13,500-$14,500 11 $6,000-$6,500 


VECEPETITION RILEDoWITH THE FCC... 


The Sunnyvale Amateur Radio Club, a 
VEC (Volunteer Examiner Coordinator) in the 
6th call district has filed a petition for 
Rulemaking with the FCC. They seek 
changes in the handling of the Amateur 
Radio Operator examination question bank. 
The petition was filed by Gordon Girton, 
W6NLG. He asks... 


(1.) - ...that the Part 97 Rules provide for 
amateurs who have passed a specific element 
to be allowed to submit questions for that 
element. (Actually anyone can submit ques- 
tions for any element, but it is not mandated 
in Part 97.) 


(2.) - ...that all PR Bulletins listing the var- 
ious question banks have the same cut-off 
date for submitting questions for tests. There 
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is a staggered question cut-off system (one 
element a quarter) at present. 


(3.) - ...that all VECs be allowed to review 
the PR Bulletin questions before they are 
released. 


(4.) - ...that all VECs be allowed to vote on 
which questions stay in the question pool. 


(5.) - ...that all PR Bulletin questions have 
an included single answer and two refer- 
ences. 

(6.) - ...that all PR Bulletins have the same 


distribution date, be revised annually and 
have a printed starting date. 


Girton said the present system has 
too many variables. As a VEC myself, I can 
tell you that this petition has merit. One of 
the biggist problems we have is the lack of 
adequate Amateur Radio Operator testing 
material. Applicants also need appropriate, 
accurate study material for these tests. 


Many publishers would provide this 
information if it were not for the staggered 
system of question release and the lack of 
known answers. Standardized answers are 
badly needed since many questions have more 
than one right answer and the right answer 
is whatever the VEC chooses it to be. In 
actuallity, the VEC can control the pass 
rate. 


With annual question release (in ad- 
vance of effective date) and standardized 
answers, publishers would release annual 
Amateur Radio Operator Examination Man- 
uals that not only contain the. questions, a 
brief explanation of why the answer is cor- 
rect, but many versions of the tests as well. 
It would go a long way towards expanding 
our ranks which is badly needed! I can tell 
you from personal experience that the Volun- 
teer Examiner program is very fragmented at 
this time. I urge you to write the FCC in 
support of this petition. 


On the other hand, the PR Bulletin 
series (various Amateur Radio Operator test 
question banks) are not a high priority item 
at the FCC. They have many other more 


(important things to do. 


Reviewing one writ- 
ten element a quarter and publishing revision 


|questions is much less a task than a crash 
‘program to do them all at once with answers 


and references. 


The system that Girton suggests, 
while important to the future of amateur 
radio, would cause the FCC many times more 
work at a time when the Commission under 


considerable budgetary and manpower _pres- 


sure. Still an equitable way should be found. 


coapeoape 


ARRL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS... 


The ARRL Executive Committee held 
a meeting at League headquarters, Newing- 
ton, Connecticut, on November 19, 1984. Fol- 


lowing are interesting highlights: 


(1.) - ARRL President Larry Price, W4RA, 
reported on a meeting he had with Ray Ko- 
walski, FCC Chief, Special Services, (Private 
Radio Bureau) during which they discussed 
progress of the Volunteer Examiner program, | 
policy on nets and simplex autopatches and 
spectrum management matters. A brief meet- 
ing was also held with the FCC Treaty 
‘Branch which processes reports of harmful 
interference to amateur stations -submitted 
‘by the ARRL Interference Reporting System 
'(AIRS) 


-(2.) - An ARRL petition for type Fl emission 
‘to be added to the 160-meter band resulted 
in an FCC proposal to add Fl, F3, F4, Fi, 
A4 and A5 emissions to the Al and A3 that 
are already permitted. The League will file 
comments supporting the original proposal 
but no objection will be raised to the intro- 
duction of other modes as long as they are 
compatible with existing operations or devel- 
oped band plans. 


(3.) - The League will file comments that the 
power limit for the 10-MHz band remain at 
200 watts output. 


(4.) - A Part 97 Rule amendment will be pur- 
sued to allow WLAW to be operated by paid 
control operators if it is transmitting bulle- 
tins and code practice on "at least six" 
medium and high-frequency amateur bands, as 


a ——SEee 
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interest in nor am an employee oi any company OF entity elleesc™ 
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opposed to the present requirement for "all" 
medium and high-frequency amateur bands. 


(5.) - It was voted to support the Commission 
proposal for a power limit of 1500 watts out- 
put in the 24-MHz band and reaffirm support 
for the suband alloations proposed by the 
League and the FCC. 


(6.) - A clarification of the waiver process 
for amateurs operating in the 420-430 MHz 
segment north of "line A" near the Canadian 
border will be requested from the FCC. This 
segment is not available to certain amateurs 
due to a reallocation of spectrum in Canada. 


My age is at least 18 years old." 


(7.) - A petition will be filed requesting FCC 
authorization of Amateur-Satellite Service 
operation in the bands above 438 MHz. that 
were newly allocated at WARC-79. 


(8.) - The ARRL General Counsel, Chris 
Imlay, (N3AKD) reported on status of PRB-1, 
the League's request for an FCC declaration 
of limited preemption over state and local 
zoning regulations affecting Amateur Radio 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipmnt or 


license preparation materials. 


g] antennas. Approximately 500 comments have 
3 been filed to date, mostly in support of the 
- ARRL request. 
c 
R as (9.) - A petition for rule making was filed 
2 9 >| November 9th seeking a change in the wait- 
‘02 2] ing period before a failed Amateur Radio 
ric Operator examination could be retaken from 
%> of 30 to 27 days. 
AY © a0 | 
Pia £] (10.) - The General Manager and Counsel will 
4 2 3 pursue the issuance by FCC of a Public 
& ££] Notice advising manufacturers of their obli- 
x gation pursuant to the Communications 
=) Amendments Act of 1982 to incorporate sat- 


isfactory RF filtering and shielding features 
in video cassette recorders and other home 
entertainment equipment. This effort will be 
coordinated by the RFI Task Group. 


(11.) - A petition for rule making was filed 
November 14th seeking authorization for 
amateurs to conduct digital communications 
above 30 MHz under automatic control. 


(12.) - It was agreed that a petition be filed 
seeking authorization for F2 emission only in 
the band segment 29.5-29.7 MHz, this being 


You will also receive a booklet on 
Examination program operates and 
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the extent of the present repeater subband. 


(13.) - General Counsel Imlay reported on the 
Burbank, Illinois, antenna case. (Covered on 
Page 1) 


(14.) - A supplementary authorization of $300 
for the VHF-UHF Advisory Committee for 
1984 was appropriated. 


(15.) - Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, League Genera! 
Manager, reported on the recruitment of new 
amateur licensees and League members. He 
was authorized to proceed with implementa- 
tion of a plan to provide incentives for affil- 
iated clubs to promote League membership 
during 1985. 


(16.) - Sumner was further authorized to de- 
velop a presentation for representatives of 
the Amateur Radio industry in conjufction 
with an ARRL convention early in 198 to 
acquaint industry with the Volunteer Exami- 
ner program and with the need for their sup- 
port of efforts to recruit new amateur licen- 
sees. 


(17.) - A proposal for modification of the 
notice now required to be included in QST 
advertising of simplex autopatches was de- 
ferred to another time. 


The next meeting of the Executive 
Committee was tentatively set for the Wash- 
ington, D.C. vicinity on Saturday, March 23, 
1985. ; 


capeoape 


TVRO BILL COULD IMPACT HAM. RADIO.... 


Senator Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, 
will introduce legislation during the next ses- 
sion of Congress calling on the FCC to 
establish guidelines against "arbitrary and 
unduly restrictive state and local regulation 
of home earth stations." 


Chris Imlay, N3AKD, (via a copy ofa 
letter to another amateur, Washington attor- 
ney Jim Weitzman, K3JW) advises that his 
office has been working with Dave Siddall, 
K3ZJ, and Terry Emerson (counsel and legis- 


radio included in the Senate Resolution deal- 
ing with satellite earth stations. (TVROs) 


is a staggered question cut-off system (one 
element a quarter) at present. 


(3.) - ...that all VECs be allowed to review 
the PR Bulletin questions before they are 
released. 


(4.) - ...that all VECs be allowed to vote on 
which questions stay in the question pool. 


(5.) - ...that all PR Bulletin questions have 
an included single answer and two refer- 
ences. 

(6.) - ...that all PR Bulletins have the same 


distribution date, be revised annually and 
have a printed starting date. 


Girton said the present system has 
too many variables. As a VEC myself, I can 


tell you that this petition has merit. One of 


the biggist problems we have is the lack of 
adequate Amateur Radio Operator testing 
material. Applicants also need appropriate, 
accurate study material for these tests. 


Many publishers would provide this 
information if it were not for the staggered 
system of question release and the lack of 
known answers. Standardized answers are 
badly needed since many questions have more 
than one right answer and the right answer 
is whatever the VEC chooses it to be. In 
actuallity, the VEC can control the pass 
rate. 


With annual question release (in ad- 
vance of effective date) and standardized 
answers, publishers would release annual 
Amateur Radio Operator Examination Man- 
uals that not only contain the. questions, a 
brief explanation of why the answer is cor- 
rect, but many versions of the tests as well. 
It would go a long way towards expanding 
our ranks which is badly needed! I can tell 
you from personal experience that the Volun- 
teer Examiner program is very fragmented at 
this time. I urge you to write the FCC in 
support of this petition. 


On the other hand, the PR Bulletin 
series (various Amateur Radio Operator test 
question banks) are not a high priority item 
at the FCC. They have many other more 
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Reviewing one writ- 
ten element a quarter and publishing revision 


|questions is much less a task than a crash 
| program to do them all at once with answers 


and references. 


The system that Girton suggests, 
while important to the future of amateur 
radio, would cause the FCC many times more 
work at a time when the Commission under 


considerable budgetary and manpower _pres- 


sure. Still an equitable way should be found. 


ARRL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS.... 


The ARRL Executive Committee held 
a meeting at League headquarters, Newing- 
ton, Connecticut, on November 19, 1984. Fol- 


lowing are interesting highlights: 


(1.) - ARRL President Larry Price, W4RA, 
reported on a meeting he had with Ray Ko- 
walski, FCC Chief, Special Services, (Private 
Radio Bureau) during which they discussed 
progress of the Volunteer Examiner program, 
policy on nets and simplex autopatches and 
spectrum management matters. A brief meet- 
ing was also held with the FCC Treaty 
‘Branch which processes reports of harmful 
interference to amateur stations submitted 
‘by the ARRL Interference Reporting System 
'(AIRS) 


(2.) - An ARRL petition for type Fl emission 
‘to be added to the 160-meter band resulted 
_in an FCC proposal to add Fl, F3, F4, Fl, 


A4 and A5 emissions to the Al and A3 that 
are already permitted. The League will file 
comments supporting the original proposal 
but no objection will be raised to the intro- 
duction of other modes as long as they are 
compatible with existing operations or devel- 
oped band plans. 


(3.) - The League will file comments that the 
power limit for the 10-MHz band remain at 
200 watts output. 


(4.) - A Part 97 Rule amendment will be pur- 
sued to allow WLAW to be operated by paid 
control operators if it is transmitting bulle- 
least six" 
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NEW AMATEUR RADIO LICENSES ISSUED.... 


utilizing spectrum allocated to the Amateur 
Radio Service (RM-4040), the Order that 
becomes effective December 17th indirectly 
impacts Amateur Radio. The frequency bands 
at issue in Docket #21006 are aeronautical 
use bands at 106-136 MHz and 225-400 MHz 


as well as the aeronautical and marine emer- 


gency frequencies’ 121.5 MHz, 156.8 MHz, | 


and 243 MHz. This spectrum is very close to 
the 2-meter and 220-MHz ham bands. 


Basically the Order provides that: 


aeronautical channel center frequencies by 
12.5 KHz. 

(2.) - Cable systems must show compliance 
with basic signal leakage criteria. 

(3.) - Cable operators using frequency bands 
108-136 MHz or 225-400 MHz will have to 
provide for regular monitoring for signal 
leakage covering all portions of the cable 
system at least once every three months. The 
rules do not stipulate that only aeronautical 
spectrum must be monitored. Logs must be 
kept to show signal leakage sources and the 
dates they were corrected. Documentation of 
quarterly monitoring results must be main- 
tained by the cable operator for FCC review 
upon request. 

(4.) - Existing cable systems are "grandfa-: 
thered" (will be allowed to operate under the 
old rules) for five years. 


The monitoring requirements imposed 
on cable operators by the FCC to protect 
aeronautical and marine frequencies will 
have a very positive effect on 2-meter and 
220-MHz cable leakage since cable operators 
are required to take a more active role in 
cable TV radiation monitoring. 


capcape 


NO-CODE IN CANADA? - We have 
heard recent rumors about the possibility of 


an entry level no-code "Communicator's | 


License" in Canada. It is one alternative be- 
ing examined by the Canadian DOC (Depart- 
ment of Communications.) The license will be 
for those individuals who want to become 
radio amateurs but lack necessary téchnical 
and Morse Code knowledge. 


d 
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A comparison of new Amateur Radio 
Licenses issued during the past six months 
versus the same period last year shows a 
The following is a chart 
researched by Jim Rafferty, N6RJ, from data 
supplied by "The Callbook" and the FCC. 


I do not own a significant 


interest in nor am an employee of any company or entity engage 
in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipmnt or 


license preparation materials. 


substantial decline. 


I have never had my. station or 


My age is at least 18 years old." 


(1.) - Cable systems may operate in aero- | 

nautical radio bands but must be offset from - 
1983 New Licenses 

Amateur Radio Service 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a Volunteer Examiner. 
operator license revoked or suspended, 


1984 New Licenses 
500 Amateur Radio Service 


If so, please send a 


June July August Sept. Oct. 
(Top graph line is for 1983, bottom for 1984.) 


X-ARRL STAFFER FILES PETITION.... 


ees —__ 


A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER 


under The W5YI Report program. 


copy of your Extra 


Employees of the League are not per- 
mitted to file petitions for rulemaking on 
their own since the ARRL staff has an obli- 
gation to support the collective views of its 
As of December Ist, however, 
Peter O'Dell, KBIN, South Windsor, CT., (ex- 
ARRL_ Public | 
longer affiliated with the ARRL. 
first activities after leaving the ARRL staff 
was to file a (very professionally written) 


Petition for Rule Making. 


O'Dell seeks an amendment to Part 97 


#10101, Dallas, Texas 75207 


membership. 


-Class license, this statement, and a-SASE 


IKE TO BECOME 
Examination program operates and how to go about giving tests. 


You will also receive a booklet on how the Volunteer 


‘to: W5YI - VEC, PO Box 


WOULD YOU L 
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opposed to the present requirement for "all" 
medium and high-frequency amateur bands. 


(5.) - It was voted to support the Commission 
proposal for a power limit of 1500 watts out- 
put in the 24-MHz band and reaffirm support 
for the suband alloations proposed by the 
League and the FCC. 


(6.) - A clarification of the waiver process 
for amateurs operating in the 420-430 MHz 
segment north of "line A" near the Canadian 
border will be requested from the FCC. This 
segment is not available to certain amateurs 
due to a reallocation of spectrum in Canada. 


(7.) - A petition will be filed requesting FCC 
authorization of Amateur-Satellite Service 
operation in the bands above 438 MHz. that 
were newly allocated at WARC-79. 


(8.) - The ARRL General Counsel, Chris 
Imlay, (N3AKD) reported on status of PRB-1, 
the League's request for an FCC declaration 
of limited preemption over state and local 
zoning regulations affecting Amateur Radio 
antennas. Approximately 500 comments have 
been filed to date, mostly in support of the 
ARRL request. 


(9.) - A petition for rule making was filed 
November 9th seeking a change in the wait- 
ing period before a failed Amateur Radio 
Operator examination could be retaken from 
30 to 27 days. 


(10.) - The General Manager and Counsel will 
pursue the issuance by FCC of a Public 
Notice advising manufacturers of their obli- 
gation pursuant to the Communications 
Amendments Act of 1982 to incorporate sat- 
isfactory RF filtering and shielding features 
in video cassette recorders and other home 
entertainment equipment. This effort will be 
coordinated by the RFI Task Group. 


(11.) - A petition for rule making was filed 
November 14th seeking authorization for 
amateurs to conduct digital communications 
above 30 MHz under automatic control. 


(12.) - It was agreed that a petition be filed 
seeking authorization for F2 emission only in 
the band segment 29.5-29.7 MHz, this being 
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the extent of the present repeater subband. 


(13.) - General Counsel Imlay reported on the 
Burbank, Illinois, antenna case. (Covered on 
Page 1) 


(14.) - A supplementary authorization of $300 
for the VHF-UHF Advisory Committee for 
1984 was appropriated. 


(15.) - Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, League General 
Manager, reported on the recruitment of new 
amateur licensees and League members. He 
was authorized to proceed with implementa- 
tion of a plan to provide incentives for affil- 
iated clubs to promote League membership 
during 1985. 


(16.) - Sumner was further authorized to de- 
velop a presentation for representatives of 
the Amateur Radio industry in conjufction 
with an ARRL convention early in 198 to 
acquaint industry with the Volunteer Exami- 
ner program and with the need for their sup- 
port of efforts to recruit new amateur licen- 
sees. 


(17.) - A proposal! for modification of the 
notice now required to be included in QST 
advertising of simplex autopatches was de- 
ferred to another time. 


The next meeting of the Executive 
Committee was tentatively set for the Wash- 
ington, D.C. vicinity on Saturday, March 23, 
1985. ; 


cepeoape 


TVRO BILL COULD IMPACT HAM_RADIO.... 


Senator Barry Goldwater, K/UGA, 
will introduce legislation during the next ses- 
sion of Congress calling on the FCC to 
establish guidelines against “arbitrary and 
unduly restrictive state and local regulation 
of home earth stations." 


Chris Imlay, N3AKD, (via a copy of a 
letter to another amateur, Washington attor- 
ney Jim Weitzman, K3JW) advises that his 
office has been working with Dave Siddall, 
K3ZJ, and Terry Emerson (counsel and legis- 


' lative assistant to Goldwater) to get amateur 


radio included in the Senate Resolution deal- 
ing with satellite earth stations. (TVROs) 


WS5YI REPORT..... 


Speaking to Satellite Television Tech- 
nology International's convention held here in 
Dallas during mid-November, Emerson said, 
"One of the biggest problems facing your 
industry is a rash of arbitrary zoning restric- 
tions and onerous licensing fees..." Emerson 
said that "Often cable companies are hiding 
behind" and encouraging these restrictions on 
home dishes to obtain a competitive advan- 
tage. "Senator Goldwater strongly supports 
the expansion of cable TV. Now it's the dish 
industry's turn to enjoy growth." 


The legislation will call for the FCC 


to rule that localities can impose restrictions’ 


"only when it is necessary to carry out some 
compelling government interest. The burden 
of proof will be on the local government to 


show no less restrictive means are available." | 


The bill also will state that municipalities 
can not restrict home earth sations in order 
to give a competitive advantage to another 
means of program delivery. 


Although the Resolution will not be 


binding on the Commission, Goldwater plans 


additional mandatory legislation if the FCC 
fails to act. 


Emerson said that Goldwater was 
"shocked" by a Public Broadcasting System 
official that maintained dish owners did not 
have the right to receive PBS transmissions. 
"Much of the PBS financing comes from the 
public and it is Mr. Goldwater who must sub- 
mit PBS funding legislation to Congress." 


S.P.A.C.E. (Society for Private And 
Commercial Earth Stations) said fighting 
local zoning laws will be the "primary battle" 
for the TVRO industry next year and that 
"198 communities are now trying to outlaw 
home dishes on the basis of zoning restric- 
tions, compared to 76 communities last July." 
S.P.A.C.E. has appealed to the FCC for "fair 
guidelines." A S.P.A.C.E. trade group cur- 
rently monitors zoning activities in each 
state. 


oER ae 


HAM_PETITION DENIED, DISMISSED,..AGAIN 


A Petition for Reconsideration of an 
earlier FCC ruling made by the Private 
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Radio Bureau has once again been denied and 
dismissed. 


Herbert L. Schoenbohm, KV4FZ, of 
the U.S. Virgin Islands filed a petition a year 


. ago seeking to require that all U.S. licensed 


amateur stations aboard U.S. vessels in inter- 
national waters transmit the words, "mari- 
time mobile" as part of their station call sign 
followed by the ITU regional designator. The 
petition was denied and dismissed on Decem- 
ber 20, 1983. On April 2nd, May 15th, and 
June 4th, 1984, Schoenbohm filed actions 
that were more or less replied to in the orig- 
inal December denial. 


Schoenbohm is particularly concerned 
about aliens that obtain U.S. reciprocal ama- 
teur licenses and then use them on the high 
seas and foreign ports in areas beyond the 
monitoring and enforcement capability of the 
BOC. 


The FCC said that a U.S. issued ama- 


'teur license may be used on a U.S. aircraft 


or ship with the permission of the Captain 


over any area of the world or upon or over 
international waters. The U.S. Supreme Court 
has held that a vessel or aircraft is deemed 
to be a part of the territory of the country 


| to which she belongs. 


When a U.S. licensee enters the terri- 
torial waters of a foreign country that gov- 
ernment has "concurrent jurisdiction" over 
the amateur station within its boundries and 
the station must be operated in conformity 
with the laws and radio regulations of the 
foreign country as well. 


The FCC further stated that recipro- 
cal amateur licensing agreements exist be- 
tween the U.S. and 65 nations. Foreigners 
with legally issued (reciprocal) U.S. licenses 
can operate from any port in the world 
aboard U.S. registered vessels and in inter- 
national waters subject to FCC rules... and 
in foreign ports subject to the joint jurisdic- 
tion of both nations concerned. 


CEDeae 


M TION - APRI 


The Dayton Amateur Radio Association 


n Lane; Arlington, TX - 76012 


ne number.... (817) 461-6443 


(postpaid) from: THE W5YI REPORT; 1020 Byro 
Note our new 
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has kicked off their 1985 season by releasing 
their annual package to convention advertis- 
ers. Over 210 exhibitors showed their wares 
last year. 


The 1985 HamVention will be held as 
usual at Dayton's Hara Arena and the down- 
town Exhibition Center. It is the largest and 
best managed of all hamfests by far. Some 
25,000 hams from all over the world are ex- 
pected. 


Noted humorist, Jean P. Shepherd, 
K2ORS, will be making his third appearance 


as banquet speaker on Saturday night, April 
27th. The banquet format will be all new for 
1985. 


The DARA has requested nominations 
for Radio Amateur of the Year, Special 
Achievement Award and Technical Excel- 
lence Awards. Nomination forms are available 
from: Award Chairman, 
Ohio 45401. Nominations close on April 1, 
193. 


For special motel rates and reserva- 
tions, write: HamVention Housing, Box #1288, 
Dayton, Ohio 45402. The giant Flea Market 
spaces will be sold in advance ONLY. Sale 
will begin at $17.00 per space on January 2, 
1985. No spaces sold at the gate. A special 
Flea Market telephone line has been set up: 
(513) 223-0923. 


Amateur Radio operator examinations 
will be administered - headed up by Judy 
Frye, KG8P. There is room for a few more 
forums. Contact: John Camp, WB8UGD, (PO 
Box #35, Enon, OH 45323) if you have a pro- 
gram you'd like to present. A free slide and 
cassette show is available for your meetings. 
Request "Slide Appliation" from the DARA, 
Box #44, Dayton, Ohio 45401. 


capoape 


AT&T TO OFFER NEW_"300" SERVICES.... 


AT&T has requested permission from 
the FCC to offer the first "cost effective 
way for American business to operate over- 
seas"... an international toll-free "800" tele- 
phone service. The proposed AT&T service 
will carry a $96 per hour usage line charge 


Box #44, Dayton, 


with a minimum of two lines required. 


Meanwhile, it's rumored that the 
fledgling free-lance telemarketing industry is 
about to get competition. Reportedly AT&T 
will begin offering inbound inquiry and order 
handling and outbound selling over the phone 
via their own "800" numbers. Independent 
telemarketers are concerned that AT&T 
might use its control of "800" numbers to 
stifle competition. AT&T is a near monopoly 
supplier of "800" toll-free numbers. 


oapeoape 


RADAR INDUSTRY_ASSOCIATION FORMED 


A new trade group called R.A.D.A.R. 
(Radio Association Defending Airwave 
Rights) has been formed to combat legisla- 
tive moves to ban the sale or use of radar 
detectors. Since 1962, at least 40 states 
have tried to make radar detector devices 


illegal. 


At present only Virginia and Washing- 
ton, D.C. ban the sale of the product. Radar 
detector sale in the state of Connecticut is 


|| legal, but their use is not. 


R.A.D.A.R. contends that radar de- 
tector prohibitions are illegal because they 
violate the Communications Act and a citi- 
zen's First Amendment rights. 


The federal Communications Act 
places radio-receiver regulation with Con+ 
‘gress and preempts state legislatures from 
i regulating radar detectors. The First Amend- 
ment protects the right to hear as well as 
the right to speak. 


R.A.D.A.R. said that up to one in 
every three speeding tickets resulting from 
the use of police radar are thought to be 
issued in error due to inaccurate readings 
and inadequate operator training. 


According to R.A.D.A.R, a five year 
study of police radar (supposedly commis- 
sioned by the National Highway Traffic and 
Safety Administration with a followup study 
by the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police) confirm radars fallibility. 


AUR 
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he Consent Decree provided for.... 


(1.) - The City would repeal the offending 
ordinances and enact a replacement placing 
reasonable requirements for the issuance of 
building permits for the installation and con- 
struction of antenna support structures by 
federally licensed amateur and CB radio ope- 
rators within 30 days. The proposed ordi- 


nance would set a maximum _ antenna _ height 
of 65 feet. 


(2.) - The proposed ordinance sets simple 
requirements for the application and issuance 
of a building permit for amateur and CB 
radio antenna support structures and requires 
that such permits be issued or denied with 
written reasons within.10 days of application 
to the Building Department. 


Permit fee will not exceed $15 for 
ground mounted or $10 for roof mounted 
antenna structures. Applicant must also sub- 
mit a copy of homeowner's or renter's insur- 
ance. 


(3.) - The ordinance also provides that pres- 
ent owners of such structures are not affect- 
ed by the provisions of the ordinance but 
must submit manufacturer's installation draw- 
ings and a site plan within 90 days to the 
city. 


(4.) - The proposed ordinance sets reasonable 
construction and electrical grounding stan- 
dards for roof and ground mounted antenna 
support structures. 


CONSENT DECREE AGREED TO, SIGNED... 


A hearing was held at the Dirksen 


Federal Building in Chicago on November 30, 
1984, before the Honorable Nicholas J. Bua, 
Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois. 
a 

Jim- O'Connell, W9WU, represented 
the plaintiffs at the hearing. The Consent 
Decree was agreed to and signed by O'Con- 
nell, Michael G. Cainkar (attorney for the 
City of Burbank) and Judge Nicholas J. Bua, 
U.S. District Judge. A happy ending, indeed, 
for one of the strangest antenna ordinances 
ever enacted in the U.S. 


According’ to R. W. Jones, Director of 
the Canadian Spectrum Management Opera- 


tions Branch of the Department of Communi- 


cations (similar to our FCC,) a proposal is 


being prepared "to allow Canadian amateurs 
free access to the entire bands for which 
they are authorized." In other words, hams 
north of the border will be able to operate 


using any emission mode on any amateur _spec- 
trum that they are entitled to operate on. 


The rulemaking is being drafted in re- 
sponse to the many requests from Canadian 


amateur radio operators wishing to counter 
recent U.S. hf phone band expansions and is in 


line with a resolution passed by CARF (the 
Canadian Amateur Radio Federation) at their 
October 1983 national symposium held in 
Halifax. 


Jones wrote, "We realize that complete 
sub-band deregulation may be a very contro- 
versal issue among the amateur community. 
Nevertheless, we believe that the proposal is 
worth serious consideration because of the 
high level of maturity that has been demon- 
strated over many years by the amateurs and 
by their organizations at the local, regional, 
and national levels. Evidence of this maturity 
can be seen in the self-imposed band plans 
now in use in allocations above 30-MHz, the 
work of TVI commttees, etc." 


The letter was sent to Harry MacLean, 


VE3GRO, Canadian Radio Relay League sec- 


retary, in response to a CRRL request for an 
80-meter subband revision. The DOC said that 
consideration of such a change is unnecessary 
in view of the upcoming subband deregulation 
proposal. The DOC said that the rulemaking 
will be issued "sometime next summer." 


o 
caboape 


TWO METER AUDIO SPACE REPEATER.... 


I received a phone call last week 
from Roy Neal, K6DUE, of NBC News advis- 
ing me that the two-meter to ten-meter re- 
peater that will be carried into space with 
Tony England, WHORE, next year will be for 
retransmitting two meter audio and not video 
back to earth. 


December 15, 1984 


B. 


the FCC Amateur Radio Operator Study Guide and all 1600 actual test ques- 
Note our new phone number.... (817) 461-6443 


AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR EXAMINATION QUESTIONS A booklet containin 
tions for all ham classes (Novice through Extra Class) now available for $2.50 
(postpaid) from: THE W5YI REPORT; 1020 Byron Lane; Arlington, TX - 76012 
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has kicked off their 1985 season by releasing 
their annual package to convention advertis- 
ers. Over 210 exhibitors showed their wares 
last year. 


The 1985 HamVention will be held as 
usual at Dayton's Hara Arena and the down- 
town Exhibition Center. It is the largest and 
best managed of all hamfests by far. Some 
25,000 hams from all over the world are ex- 
pected. 


Noted humorist, Jean _P. Shepherd, 
K2ORS, will be making his third appearance 


as banquet speaker on Saturday night, April 
27th. The banquet format will be all new for 
1985. 


The DARA has requested nominations 
for Radio Amateur of the Year, Special 
Achievement Award and Technical Excel- 
lence Awards. Nomination forms are available 


from: Award Chairman, Box #44, Dayton, 


Ohio 45401. Nominations close on April 1, 
198. 


For special motel rates and reserva- 
tions, write: HamVention Housing, Box #1288, 
Dayton, Ohio 45402. The giant Flea Market 
spaces will be sold in advance ONLY. Sale 
will begin at $17.00 per space on January 2, 
1985. No spaces sold at the gate. A special 
Flea Market telephone line has been set up: 
(513) 223-0923. 


Amateur Radio operator examinations 
will be administered - headed up by Judy 
Frye, KG8P. There is room for a few more 
forums. Contact: John Camp, WB8UGD, (PO 
Box #35, Enon, OH 45323) if you have a pro- 
gram you'd like to present. A free slide and 
cassette show is available for your meetings. 
Request "Slide Appliation" from the DARA, 
Box #44, Dayton, Ohio 45401. 


cape ape 


AT&T TO OFFER NEW_"800" SERVICES.... 


AT&T has requested permission from 
the FCC to offer the first "cost effective 
way for American business to operate over- 
seas"... an international toll-free "800" tele- 
phone service. The proposed AT&T service 
will carry a $96 per hour usage line charge 


with a minimum of two lines required. 


Meanwhile, it's rumored that the 
fledgling free-lance telemarketing industry is 


about to get competition. Reportedly AT&T 


will begin offering inbound inquiry and order 


handling and outbound selling over the phone 
via their own "800" numbers. Independent 


telemarketers are concerned that AT&T 
might use its control of "800" numbers to 
stifle competition. AT&T is a near monopoly 
supplier of "800" toll-free numbers. 
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RADAR_INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION FORMED 


A new trade group called R.A.D.A.R. 


(Radio Association Defending Airwave 


Rights) has been formed to combat legisla- 
tive moves to ban the sale or use of radar 
detectors. Since 1962, at least 40 states 
jhave tried to make radar detector devices 


illegal. 


At present only Virginia and Washing- 


ton, D.C. ban the sale of the product. Radar 


detector sale in the state of Connecticut is 
legal, but their use is not. 


R.A.D.A.R. contends that radar de- 
tector prohibitions are illegal because they 
violate the Communications Act and a citi- 
zen's First Amendment rights. 


The federal Communications Act 
places radio-receiver regulation with Con~ 


‘gress and preempts state legislatures from 
| regulating radar detectors. The First Amend- 


ment protects the right to hear as well as 
the right to speak. 


R.A.D.A.R. said that up to one in 
every three speeding tickets resulting from 
the use of police radar are thought to be 
issued in error due to inaccurate readings 
and inadequate operator training. 


According to R.A.D.A.R, a five year 
study of police radar (supposedly commis- 
sioned by the National Highway Traffic and 
Safety Administration with a followup study 
by the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police) confirm radars fallibility. 
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® The Nabu Network, a firm that deliv- 
ers home computer software via cable, has 


closed its doors. They abandoned 20 employ- 
ees, numerous creditors and 900 subscribers. 


As recent as a month ago its president, Tom - 


Wheeler, said that he and other investors 
wanted to operate Nabu-U.S. as an indepen- 
dent company and had raised the necessary 
funds. The end came when the Ottawa-based 
Canadian parent broke an agreement to 
license its technology to the U.S. division. 
Nabu claimed a 5% penetration of Alexan- 
dria, Virginia's 19,000 cable subscribers. 


@Apparently the nation's wiretap laws 
do not cover digital transmission technology. 
Legislators in both houses are moving toward 
plugging a loophole in the 1978 Federal 
Wiretap Law that makes it a crime to eaves- 
drop on private voice conversations but fails 
to address digital voice or computer-to-com- 
puter communications such as_ electronic 
mail. Because of the loophole, police may not 
be required to obtain court permission to 
intercept digital communications. 


@Seiko will begin selling a battery ope- 
rated color television set that's hardly bigger 
than a wristwatch! The worlds first and 
smallest LCD color set uses liquid crystal 
display technology. It has a flat 2 inch 
diagonal screen less than 1/8 of an inch 
thick. Retail is $550. 


e@Wayne Green, W2NSD/1, has started 
another new magazine. It is called "Pico" 
since it covers lap computers. 


@Home inove videocassetes are now a 
supermarket staple! Super-Video, a Nevada 
corporation, has begun operating a video- 
rental and sales concession located in 42 
Safeway stores. They will go public shortly 
and become a national company. Cost to rent 
a movie is about $3 a night. 


@Another venture to VCR owners is 
the Creditron Video Center... an automatic 
vending machine similar to a juke box. It is 
designed to dispense rental videotapes to 
customers in high traffic areas. An internal 
computer actually does a credit check on a 
customer before it rents them a videotape! 


@Even A.C. Nielsen, the radio/TV rat- 


ing company is getting into the VCR act. 
They will start reporting VCR use in tele- 
vision households. VCR penetration has quad- 
rupled in the last 30 months to 16% of all 
U.S. TV households. 


=_-a 


HOMEOWNERS VERSUS MDS PROGRAMMER 


The battle lines are being set in Cali- 
fornia for a knock down, drag out legal war 
between microwave antenna users and MDS 
programmers in California's Bay area. It is 
really getting nasty! Attorneys for Premier 
Channel, a multipoint distribution service 
mailed out letters to 20,000 homeowners sus- 
pected of pirating Premier's Home Box 
Office signal. Premier had previously sent 
teams canvassing the Bay Area with photo 


and electronic surveillance gear to uncover 
the illegals. 


The letters threatened court suits 
under federal law with penalties of up to 
$1,000. On the other hand, all will be forgot- 
ten if the microwave antenna owner pays 
Premier an "out of court settlement fee of 
$300" and agrees not to put the antenna up 
again. Premier has already spent $100,000 on 
the project. Homeowners that fail to respond 
within 15 days will be part of a class action 
suit. 


The homeowners have responded! A 
display advertisement appearing in a recent 
issue of the San Francisco Chronicle advises 
that BA-CHOP (the Bay Area Citizens for 
Home Owner's Privacy) has retained famed 
Melvin Belli "to protect freedom of the air 
waves." BA-CHOP is a non-profit organiza- 
tion established to help those individuals 
"who are receiving threatening letters and 
are sued by legal counsel for Premier Chan- 
nel". 


The ad said that "it is legal to buy, 
sell, or use a microwave antenna" and asks 
for contributions to fund the Beli Law Firm 
representation. BA-CHOP asks for $80 now 
and $10 a month for 24 months (Total $300) 
to be sent to a box number in San Jose. 
Thus, microwave owners will pay the $300 to 
protect their rights and keep their antenna 
rather than $300 for an “out-of-court settle- 
ment" to Premier and give them up. 


